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Stakeholder Outreach Results Compiled and Assessed in

Ongoing Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway Study

by Tim Downey
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (SLSDC )

he results of the stakeholder

engagement meetings held last

summer in five Canadian and
U.S. cities have been compiled in a
report to the Great Lakes St. Lawrence
Seaway Study management team. The
public meetings were held in
Montreal, Quebec; St. Catharines,
Ontario; Duluth, Minnesota; Chicago,
Illinois and Clayton, New York. A
special presentation was also made in
St. Regis, New York to the Mohawk of
Akwesasne.

The purpose of the stakeholder
meetings was to provide the
opportunity for individuals and
organizations with concerns about the
Study to express them in both written
and oral format. The Study Steering
Committee retained the services of the
St. Lawrence Economic Development
Council (SODES) and the Great Lakes
Commission (GLC) to

identify stakeholders,

coordinate with points

of contact, issue a call

for briefs, organize the

public meetings,

forward relevant

information and produce

the final report.

The 45-page report,
available on the Study's
website (www.glsls-
study.com), outlines the
methodology, process
and purpose of the
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Study. Astandard series of questions
were asked of each group
participating. SODES and GLC
contacted hundreds of Canadian and
U.S. organizations from the marine
transport sector, industrial and
environmental groups, as well as
municipalities, research institutes,
government agencies, First Nations,
members of Congress and Parliament,
mayors' offices and recreational
boaters.

The report writers stated clearly in
their findings that 'no consensus was
sought during the consultation.'
Clearly, there were widely divergent
opinions among the scores of
organizations that made formal
presentations about what the
objectives and the scope of the Study
should be. Nonetheless, several broad
themes emerged.

David Wright, U.S. Manager, (left) receiving feedback at public hearings
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